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1. Оverview and definition of political science. The analysis of political 

systems.  

 

Автор: Resizia - Власна робота, CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1987055 

Political science is that branch of the social sciences that studies the state, politics 

and government. Political science deals extensively with the analysis of political 

systems, the theoretical and practical applications to politics and the examination of 

political behavior. 

    The Greek thinker Aristotel who is regarded as a «father  of political science»  

defined political science as the study of the state. In his famous book «Politics» he 

wrote : ‘ Man is by nature a Political Animal, politics is a control room of all human 

activities’. Many political scientists view themselves as being engaged in fleshing 

out the connections between political events and conditions and by this 

understanding they hope to construct a system of general principles. Political science 

is not a standalone field and it intersects many other branches like sociology, 

economics, history, geography public policy and some others.                                                                      

   The scope of political science is vast , but mostly it is based on ideology, a 

collection of ideas so it’s the systematic study of politics which deals with the 

meanings, functions and the workings of the state, government, political institutions, 

processes and public policies. Political science is concerned with the art and science. 

The importance of political science lies in the fact that all of us live within political 

systems and we are affected by the changes in the global political economy. With 

the advent of globalisation there has been tems of theer contries of the world.  Hence,  

political scientists become valued and important as they provide the lens through 

which we can understand the global political economy. 
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2. Political system of the United Kingdom of Great Kingdom and Nothern 

Ireland.  

                                                                                                                              

           Britain is a parliamentary monarchy.  That means it is a country governed by 

a king or a queen who accepts the advice of the parliament. It is a country whose 

government is controlled by a parliament which has been elected by the people. It 

means that parliament is the most important authority in Britain.  Tha highest 

positions in the government are filled by the members of the directly elected 

parliament. In Britain, as in many European countries the official head of  state, 

whether a monarch ( as in Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark) or a president ( as 

in Germany,  Greece or Italy) has little power. All the power in the country  is to be 

devided in three brances: legislative, executive and judicial.  

     

2.1. The Parliament of the United    Kingdom.        

 

   The British Parliament is respected as the most ancient parliament in today’s 

world. It has carried out its business on the same spot, called the Palace of 

Westminster, since 1265. The first elected officials were lords and barons, not 

ordinary people. The English Parliament operated fairly steadyly for four centuries 

acting as counterweight to the power of the King. From the 14th century Parlament 

consisted of two chambers: the House of Lords    ( the Upper House) and the House 

of Commons ( the Lower House). After the English Civil War the Parliamentary 

forces under the command of Oliver Cromvel won the victory and the English 

Parliament was firmly established as an essential forse in the running of the country.  
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In 1660 Parliament declared the restoration of the monarchy and one of the major 

constitutional act – Bill of Rights. Presenting some historical facts of establishing 

and developing the democratic society in the United Kingdom it is very important 

to mention  even earlier paper which played a significant role in the development of 

democratic basis.                                                                  

                           

2.2. Magna Carta. 

 

     In 1215 a group of nobels decided that the king had to respect their rights. They 

made king John sign the document known as the Magna Carta, meaning Great 

Charter. This changed some certain rights. Before the king could put anyone in jail 

without a couse of reason there was the Habeas Corpus which meant that there must 

have been reasons for that. One of the most important fact was that even the King 

had to obey the law. This idea became one of the basic principle of English 

Government. Magna Carta inspired the English to find more ways to limit the King’s 

power. A council of nobels  was created to advise the king.  The council developed 

into Parliament the lawmaking body that governs the country even today. That was 

the first step toward bringing democracy into the Kingdom. 

 

2.3. Structure and functioning of the British Parliament today.  

              

    The   House of Lords.  

 

This is the “ Upper House” of the British Parlament. It consists of more than 750 

members ( a variable number) most of all are Life Peers ( not hereditary lords). 

Members of the House of Lords are not elected. They are holders of inherited 

aristocratic titles.  They are mostly former senior officials, judges, former businesses 
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leaders. The other members of the House of Lords are hereditary peers from the 

nobility of the United Kingdom and 26 Bishops of the Anglican Church. Usually, 

these members cannot blok bills proposed by the Government in the House of 

Commons, but can delay some bills. The essential role of the House of Lords is to 

discuss non controversial subjects or examine some projects in details. The Upper 

House is an assembly of well experienced former politicians and economists so they 

are well suited to its parliamentary duties. 

 

The House of Commons 

 

     House of commons is the main House of the British Parlament in the terms of 

legislative Power. It is a chamber composed of 650 members or MPs elected by 

universal suffrage. According to the ancient tradition , MPs under a system of 

relative majority in one round of voting. That means that the candidate with the most 

votes is elected. This system favors the major political parties and stable 

government. Each MP represents a territory or constituency and the link between an 

MP and his or her constituency is symbolically and historically very important. In 

the House of Commons Members are not called by their names , but by the name of 

the constituency from which they have been elected or if they are government 

ministers, by their function.    

      Sinse 1902 the British Prime Minister has always been a serving member of 

Parliament, elected to the House of Commons and most ministers are Members of 

the House of Commons too. The Government is formed by the winning party or by 

the coalition of parties that has the majority of seats  in the House of Commons. 

Members of the Government sit in the front row of benches directly opposite  the 

leaders of the Opposition. 

  The Chairman of the House of Commons is known as the Speaker and her or she 

presides over each parliamentary session deciding who can have a speech. A 

significant aspect of the House of Commons is the importance given to 

Parliamentary Opposition.  It is structured with an official Leader and a « shadow 

cabinet». 

 Most of the time the debates in the House of Commons are devoted to the projects 

of government legislation. Most bills are put forward by the government ministers. 

However, some bills can be proposed by individual MPs or by Opposition. 

Therefore, new laws can be effectively proposed by the Opposition and can be 

accented by Parliament. This can happen impeccably if the motion concern the 

consensual or non- controversial political projects. In such cases governments 
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traditionally allows their members the freedom to vote according to their conscience.  

All the billes are actively debated.  When the debate concludes or when the closure 

is invoken the motion is put to the vote. The Speaker puts the question and Members 

respond either « Aye!» ( in favor of the motion), or « No» ( against the motion).The 

presiding officer then announces the result of the voice vote but if his or her 

assessment is challenged by any member or the voice vote is unclear a recorded vote 

known as a division follows.    

 The British Parlament uses committed for a variety of purposes, e.g., for the review 

of bills. Committees consider bills in detail and may make amendments.  

 Current law passed by Parliament limits the term of the House of Commons to 5 

years. However, since Parliament is sovereign it can extend its term for as long as it 

pleases. The last time this occurred during World War 2d when Parlament voted to 

extend the term of the House of Commons multiple times until the conclusion of the 

war, existing for 10 years instead of 5 years. 

  

2.4. Role of the Sovereign. 

 

    The British monarch has all authority but not so much power. The Sovereign 

appoints the Prime Minister and every year opens the session of Parliament in a 

historicAl and ritual ceremony called the State Opening of Parlament. And this the 

only regular time when when the members of both Houses come together. During 

the speech the Sovereign reads out the government’s intended programme. 

     The second major function of the Sovereign is to sign new laws passed by 

Parliament. A Bill doesn not become law or Act of Parliament until it has received 

Royal assent.   

      The next major function of the Sovereign – in the parliamentary context – is his 

or her weekly meeting with the Prime Minister. By tradition the latter informs the 

Sovereign about important affairsof state and government and asks the Sovereign 

the opinion. 

     Officially, the Sovereign is Head of the Commonwealth; an organisation of 

countries that used to be under the political control of the UK as territories of the 

British Empire. The Monach is Commander- in- Chief of the British Armed Forses 

and the Head of the Church of England. 
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2.5. Government of the United Kingdom 

 

  The Government of the United Kingdom, officially His Majesty’s Government is 

the central executive authority of the UK. The government is led by prime minister, 

currently Rishi Sunak, who selects all the other ministers. The prime minister and 

the most senior ministers belong to the decision-making committee, known as 

Cabinet. Ministers of the Crown are responsible to the House in which they sit, this 

is usually the elected House of Commons rather than the House of Lords.  The 

Government is responsible for deciding how the country is run and for managing 

things, day to day. The main function of the Cabinet is to make decisions about 

national issues, solve current national problems, present bills from their government 

departments. The members of a cabinet head the principal Government departments, 

such as Home Affairs, Foreign Affairs, Exchequer ( Treasury). Cabinet is 

accountable to Parliament for its actions.   

       

2.6. Judicial system of the United Kingdom.                                                         

 

For historical reasons as a state made of several separate jurisdictions the United 

Kingdom does not have a single unified legal system. Instead , there is one system 

for England and Wales, another for Scotland and the third for Nothern Ireland. In 

most cases The Supreme Court sits above all these as the final court of appeal. The 

Judicial system of England and Wales includes Appellate court, High court, 

Corona’s Court, Courts of magistrates and Courts of counties. All criminal cases will 

start in the Magistrate pourt . Corona’s court has exclusive jurisdiction concerning 

serious criminal offences and the limited civil jurisdiction generally on cases of issue 
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of licences. As court of the first instance Corona’s Court sits with participation of 

jurors. Appeals from CROWN court go to the High Court and potentially to the 

Court of Appeals or even to theUK Supreme Court.  Courts of counties – lower 

couts, usually  consider the civil cases . 

   The judicial system of Nothern Ireland is autonomous but it almost completely 

copies judicial system of England and Wales.                                                                            

  The Act of Union 1707 between Scotland and England permitted Scotland to retain 

the separate legal system. This meant that the Scotish justice system had its own 

court system, its own police forces, its own prosecution service, prison and criminal 

justice. The Scotish Court System is administrated by the Scotish Courts and 

Tribunals Service.  Civil law cases are usually conducted in a sheriff court or the 

Court of Session. When people are not satisfied with the Inner House of the Court 

of Session they may be able to appeal to the UK Supreme Court. 

     The  Supreme Court of the United Kingdom is the Supreme Court in all matters 

under English and Welsh law, Nothern Ireland law and Scotish law . It is the court 

of last resort and the Highest Appelate Court in the United Kingdom. 

    Whilst the House of Lords is the upper chamber of Parliament and has government 

ministers, it for many centuries had a judicial function. It was as a court of first 

instance for the trials of peers, for impeachments and as a court of last resort in the 

United Kingdom. 

 

2.7.  Commonwealth of Natıons                         

 

     British Commonwealth of Nations is a voluntary association of independent 

nations linked by historical ties ( as part of the former British Impire) and 

cooperating on matters of mutual concern, especially regarding economics and trade. 

The British Impire included a large number of countries all over the world ruled by 

Britain.  

The process of decolonisation began in 1947 with the independence of India, 

Pakistan and Ceylon apart from Hong Kong and and a few small islands.  But the 

British rolling classes tried not to lose influence over the former colonies. An 

association of former members of the British Empire and Britain was founded in 

1949 . It is called the Commonwealth.  

The association of sovereign nations support each other and work together towards 

international goals. With their common heritage in language, culture, law, education 

and democratic traditions Commonwealth countries are able to work together in the 

atmosphere of great trust and understanding.  
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There are 53 member countries  of the Commonwealth, which display a range of 

different governments: 32 of them are republics, 5 are national monarchies, and the 

rest 16 are realms in which the Sovereign’s power is vested in Governor General.  

They are such countries as Canada, Australia, New Zealand, India, Pakistan, and a 

lot of Asian and African countries.  London declaration freely affirmed the 

commitment of these countries to the recognition of the King as a Head of the 

Commonwealth.  

 

 

 

 

 


