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1. Political system of the USA. 

Historical past of the country’s formation. 

    The United States of America is a federal republic consisting of 50 states. Each 

state has its own government («state government*). In some ways the United States 

is like 50 small countries. 

  It is not simple to define the age of the country. The deeper we go into the 

colonisation of the landmass and settlements , older the country gets. But, speaking 

about the country as the United States of America, it is less than 250 years old. This 

takes us back to 1776 , the official birth of the nation. 

    However, the history of America is much older than that. There is the fact that the 

establishment of the first of the thirteen colonies occurred earlier. In September 1620 

a merchant ship Mayflower set sail from Plymouth carrying more than 100 

passengers, mostly pilgrims, who hoped to start a new life on the other side of the 

Atlantic. During their first winter in America more than half of the Plymouth 

colonists died . Only thanks to native indians who taught them how to hunt, grow 

corn, beans and squash they could survive. And in November 1621 they celebrated 

their first festival, successful harvest - Thanksgiving day.  

   But the Unıted States of America  became an official country on July 4th, 1776, 

with the Declaration of Independence following the War of Independence. Over time 

the New World’s east coast grew with more and more colonies. By the time of the 

Revolutionary War thirteen of them had strong identities and generations far 

removed from their British ancestry.  

The Declaration accomplished three things: it gave the colonists a sense of unity by 

labelling them as « one peple», it explicitly listed how George 3d violated their rights 

as Englishmen and dissolved America’s political ties with Great Britain 

  The colonıes were largely autonomous in domestic affairs and commercially 

prosperous. But the tension between Britain and colonies arose over the trade, policy 

in Northwest Territory, taxation measures. Britain attempted to assert greater control 

over colonial affairs after having long adhered to a policy of salutary neglect. 

Colonial opposition led to  the Boston Massacre in 1770 which quickly fostered the 

idea of independence from Britain.  prosperous. But the tension between Britain and 

colonies arose over the trade, policy in Northwest Territory, taxation measures. 

Colonial opposition led to  the Boston Massacre in 1770 which quickly fostered the 

idea of independence from Britain. The Continental Congress, a body representing 

the 13 North American colonies’ opposition to British policy adopted and sponsored 

the armed rebels against the Royal army. George Washington was appointed its 

commander-in-chief. Around 20 per cent of the population, they were nearly half a 

million colonists supported the Crown. They were known as Loyalists or Torieas 
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and included small farmers as well as large landowners, Royal office-holders and 

members of the Anglican clergy. In 1775 many of inhabitants of 13 colobies rebelled 

in the War of Independence ( 1775 – 1783). The struggle for the future of America 

soon evolved into a global conflict with far-reaching consequences for all sides. The 

British Army performed fairly well in battle against the rebels but it was unable to 

prevent the loss of territory.Despite frequent victories the British did not destroy 

Washington’s army and could not break the American will.  There was really 

important help of France, Spain and the Netherlands, which became allies of the 

United States and made different contributions to the war effort.  The war ended with 

the Treaty of Paris in 1783 ( ratified in 1784) which recognised the independence of 

the United States of America. 
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2. Founding Fathers of the United States of America. 

 

The Founding Fathers of the United States were the group of American revolutionary 

leaders who united the Thirteen Colonies, established the country and crafted a 

framework of government for the new nation. The most famous are George 

Washington, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison 

and Alexander Hamilton. They contributed immensely to the founding, and there 

were dozens of others who played smaller but valuable roles. Each Founding Farther 

offered unique contributions to the creation of the Republic. While they created a 

form of government unlike any other in the world of that time, they were far from 

perfect people. Nearly half of them were slaveholders and all of them profited from 

the system of slavery in the country. Nevertheless their role in creating the first 

modern nation-state based on liberal principles is great. The Founding Fathers 

managed to defy conventional wisdom in four unprecedented achievements : first, 

they, as leaders, won a war for colonial independence against the most powerful 

military and economic power in the world; second, they established the first 

republic; third, they invented political parties that institutionalized the concept of 

legitimate opposition;  

 fourth, they established the principle of the legal separation of the church and state. 

And all these achievements were without the violent purges that accompanied 

subsequent revolutions in France, Russia, China. There were only two instances in 

the history of Western civilisation, when the political elite behaved reasonably: the 

first was Rome under Caesar Augustus and the second was the United States under 

the Faunding Fathers. Those three documents: Declaration of Independence, 

Constitution and Bill of Rights, known as the Charters of Freedom have secured the 

rights of American people for more than two and a quarter centuries and are 

considered to the founding and philosophy of the United States.  
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3. State Governments of the USA. 

 

    The federal government is divided into three branches: legislative, executive and 

judicial.  The government of the USA act according to the Constitution which was 

signed by the first thirteen representatives of thirteen original American states in 

1787. The document was written in 1787 and since that time twenty six Amendments 

have been added. The first ten Amendments were simply rights or the Bill of rights. 

According to the Constitution the USA is a republic. So, the officials of any rank are 

elected by US citizens. Every citizen has rights which can not be violated. 

   The Constitution proclaims a federal system of government which keeps both the 

states and the federal power from getting too much power. It means that the federal 

government is given certain powers, for example, to make peace or war, to issue 

money and to regulate the trade and so on. 

  

   The federal power is located in Washington, D.C. It is based on legislative, 

executive and juridical branches of power. 

    The legislative power is vested in Congress, which consists of two houses: the 

Senate and the House of Representatives, There are 435 members in the House of 

Representatives and 100 senators in Congress. Each state elects two members for 

the Senate. Each state sends elected representatives and senators to Congress.  

Although theHouse and the Senate have their own roles and responsibilities, they 

work together to pass the legislation. No bill can become a law without passing both 

houses of Congress.  The Congress was created by the US Constitution and first met 

in 1798 in its legislative function. Congress members are typically affiliated with 

one of the two major parties: the Democratic party or the Republican party. To be 

elected to the House of Representatives a person must be at least 25 years old, a 

citizen of the United States for seven years or more and resident of the state that they 

represent. They serve two-year term. In order to be elected to Senate a person must 

be at least 30 years old, a citizen of the US for nine years. Senators are elected for 

six-year term.  

    The way in which a bill becomes a law is when a majority in both houses agreed 

it and send it to the president. The president may sign the act of Congress into law 

or may veto it. Congress can then override the president’s veto by a two-thirds vote 

of both the House of Representatives and Senate thereby making the voted act a law.  

   

    The executive branch is headed by the President who is assisted by the Vice 

President. The President enforces federal laws, serves as commander-in-chief of the 

Armed Forces. The Cabinet and independent federal agencies are responsible for the 

day-to-day enforcement and administration of federal laws. The responsible 

departments are : Department of Defence, Environment Protection Agency, Social 
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Security Administration, the Securities and Exchange Commission. The President 

can veto a bill unless Congress by a two-thirds vote shall overrule him. The Vice 

President, elected from the same political party as the President, acts as chairman of 

the Senate, and in the event of the death of the President, assumes the Presidency. 

The President of the USA is chosen in nationwide elections every 4 years together 

with the Vice.-President. The President can not be elected for more than two terms. 

The Cabinet is made up of Department Secretaries. The most important of them is 

the Secretary of State, who deals with foreign affairs. 

 

  The judicial branch is made up of Federal District Courts, 11 Federal Courts and 

the Supreme Court.  Federal judges are appointed by the President for life. Federal 

courts decide cases involving federal laws, conflicts between citizens of different 

states. The Supreme Court interprets the Constitution and federal legislation. Though 

not expressly covered in the text of the Constitution judicial power is to examine the 

actions of the legislative, executive and administrative parts of government to ensure 

that they are constitutional and it is one of the key checks and balances of the 

American system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

Бурлій В.В.  Навчальні матеріали до курсу “Фахова іноземна мова” для студентів, що навчаються за 

спеціальністю "Політологія". Частина 2. – К.:BLER, 2023. – 10 c. 

4. Constitution of the USA 

 

   Written in 1787, ratified in 1788, and in operation since 1789, the United States 

Constitution is the world’s longest surviving written charter of government. Its first 

three words – “We The People” – affirm that the government of the United States 

exists to serve its citizens. The supremacy of the people through their elected 

representatives is recognized in Article I, which creates a Congress consisting of a 

Senate and a House of Representatives. The positioning of Congress at the beginning 

of the Constitution affirms its status as the “First Branch” of the federal government. 

  The Constitution assigned to Congress responsibility for organizing the executive 

and judicial branches, raising revenue, declaring war, and making all laws necessary 

for executing these powers. The president is permitted to veto specific legislative 

acts, but Congress has the authority to override presidential vetoes by two-thirds 

majorities of both houses. The Constitution also provides that the Senate advise and 

consent on key executive and judicial appointments and on the approval for 

ratification of treaties. 

  

     For over two centuries the Constitution has remained in force because its framers 

successfully separated and balanced governmental powers to safeguard the interests 

of majority rule and minority rights, of liberty and equality, and of the federal and 

state governments. More a concise statement of national principles than a detailed 

plan of governmental operation, the Constitution has evolved to meet the changing 

needs of a modern society profoundly different from the eighteenth-century world 

in which its creators lived. To date, the Constitution has been amended 27 times, 

most recently in 1992. The first ten amendments constitute the Bill of Rights. The 

Bill of Rights guarantees indıvidual liberties, freedom of word, leligion and so on. 

Later amendments abolished slavery, granted the vote to women and colour people, 

and allowed citizens  to vote at the age of 18.  

  

   Original Text ( extracts from articles). 

    Preamble 

«We are the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, 

promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and 

our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of 

America.»¡ 

  All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United 

States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 
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  The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second 

Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have 

the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State 

Legislature.                                                                                   .      No Person shall 

be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and 

been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be 

an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.  

  The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and 

shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 

    The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each 

State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have 

one Vote. 

  No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, 

and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, 

be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen. 

  The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall 

have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

  The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that 

Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United 

States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted 

without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. 

  Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from 

Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit 

under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and 

subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. 

  The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on 

which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United 

States. 

  No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the 

time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President.  

    Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath 

or Affirmation:—"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the 

Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, 

protect and defend the Constitution of the United States." 

   The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United 

States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of 

the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in 

each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their 

respective Offices, and he shall have Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for 

Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

Actually, the US Constitution comprises the primary law of the US Federal 

Government. It describes the three chief branches of state power and their 

jurisdiction, and lays out the basic rights of citizens of the United States. 

 


